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UNIVERSITY OF NAIROBI

OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY VICE-CHANCELLOR
(ADMINISTRATION & FINANCE)

Telegrams: “Varsity” Nairobi @.0. Box, 30197- 0010/
Telephone 318262/318265 Telex: 22095 Nairobs, Kenya
E-mail; OVCAT @uonbioc.ke
Fax: 245566
our Ref:
CN/17904/50 March 24, 2006
Our Ref:

Mr. Kevin M. Atsango

C/o Dept. of Periodontology/Community &
Preventive Dentistry

School of Dental Sciences

Dear Mr. Atsango

RE : KENYA CERTIFICATE OF SECONDARY EDUCATION CERTIFICATE

We refer to your letter dated 13" March 2006, addressed to the Deputy Vice-
Chancellor (A&F).

Congratulations for the achievement and we hope it will help improve your
efficiency in your daily duties. We wish you well in your future endeavours.

Yours sincerely

CHRISTOPHER O. OMBATI
REGISTRAR, ADMINISTRATION

RAOJ.jwm
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ather’s suicide changed

12 am, we were still standing i the biting
chill that envelopes those who on
to the Kisumu-Kakamega road at that

hourin March.

We had been waiting on the road for several
hours when a bread van finally showed up and
slowed down, We needed to get my father to
Mukumu Mission Hospital fast.

1 had been studying quietly for my pre-mock
exammations when my mother came to my hut at
seven that evening, She shouted for me to go to the
main house, where we had all just had supper.

1 found my father lying in the sitting room, cov-
cred in a leso. He had assembled a make-shift bed
by pulling two armchairs together and was lying on
them. He appeared to be unconscious.

An empty bottle Jay at his feer. The smell of
cattle-dip and chang'aa hung heavy in the air. | was
surprised at what [ was seeing because my father
had always been a tectotaller.

Then my mother rushed out to' get my uncle,
Michael. He took one look at my father and ran
hack to his house acrogs the compound. He
returned with two egps, beat them and forced them
inlo my father's mouth. My father vomited, and
when he came 1o, he said: “Michael, I shall not
live.,”

My uncle and 1 went to get a family friend, and
with his hélp, put my father on a wheelbarrow, We
needed to gnd somenne who had o car. But the

only_person with o vehicle'in our villagé was not
home that day.

td 1o go 1o Maleche Hospital st Kambi
ya Mwanza, three kilometres up the road. My
father whs conscrous, but he could not talk. We
kept flashing the spotlight .on his f nd every
few minutes. I would feel for his heartbeat.

At the hospital, the: watchman opened the gate to
let us through, but the hospital admimstrator took
one look st my father and fald us to take him (o
Mukumu Mission Hospital.

We waited at the bus stop for several hours,
When the bread van showed up, we asked the
driver for a hft. It was loaded with about 50 crates
of bread and was headed for Mukumu. The driver
allowed us 1o squeeze in between the crates. | had
never seen so much bread in my fife but at that
time, bread did not interest me,

It was 3 pm when we finally reached Mukumy
The nurses tried 10 resuscitate my father in vain.
Then the doctor asked me to wait outside, They
talked at length. When my uncle came out, he told
me 10 go back home and then to school. My father,
ke told me. was under the doctor’s care, and he
would keep us informed of his progress.

I went home, but my instincts told me he had

am, a 16-year-old boy, asks his parents for
Sh500, His parents ask what he wants the
maney for, but he will npt say, so they
refuse 1o -give it to him. They assume thay
| “thatis the cpd af-she-matrer, buttor Sam, it is just

——t—Ebeginning. He decides to commit suicide. Later

in the-day, his parents hear sounds of anguish and
pain coming from his room. They find Sam lying in

to the hospital ind dies shortly afterwards
[ Carol, 15, asks for permission to go to a disco in
Lown, bl her parents will not let her, She threatens
| noteo go 1o school, but her parents explain why

they wall not allow her to go. Carol decides that the
| decision is unfuir and runs away from home, Her
‘ parents look for her in vain. After & month, they
| receiven letter from Carol explaining that she pol
| married,

saim and Carol are examphes of It

leena

— Andrew Muli | Parenthood

a pool of vomit, foaming at the mouth, He is rushed

our lives

world is tough and [ hope my children will be able
to fend for themselyes.”

My father had been o driver with Kenya Bus
Services in Nairobi for five years. T had not been to
Nairobi then, but he would tell us that he operated
on route 11. He would come home once a month
and shop for us. He was organised. He would pay
fees for all my siblings, sometimes for two full

~years. Al the time he died, it was March, but he
Had already paid all my fees for Standard Eight. He
had also paid my sister’s and brothers' fees for two
Years,

Elephant tusks

Two years before he died, he had lost the use of his
right arm in an accident. According to my father,
his bus had collided with another vehicle carrying
clephant tusks as well as buffalo and antelope
homs. He sald that the Kenya Bus fell on its side,
and he broke his right arm and ribs, and was admit-
ted to hospital,

He came home one day and told us he had
stopped working. His right hand was fixed with
metal and nuts. He worked around the home using
his left hand,

He frequently complained he was in pain, but
was always jolly, He would also complain that since
he: became  redundant at his job, he had been
deserted by friends and relatives. Our home, once
teeming with visitors, was no longer bustling with
a8 much activity as it used to. Very few people
camic 10 'see us,

My father decided o sub-let parts of his five-acre
farm to meet our financial needs. But things did
not: wiirk out as he had planned, because a fire
destroved the sugar cane crop on the farms before
it matured, and the Jesee’s accused him of arson.

_ When my father committed suicide, we became
Tike outcasts i the village: Tfelt angry with him and
disappainted by the community. The Christians
were good; though, because they gave my father a
=t burial. Traditionally, becayse ol thé'wa§ he

! i ) (1 [ al mgni-and-wo

natipns. then joined St A
Bohoal A female ralati

Phatol/Peter Karuri

NEW ROLE: At 18, Kevin Atsango lias become the bread winner in his family

passed away.

1 wld:my mother everything 1 knew. She-called
my grandmother and we prayed t r. 1 got
ready and left for in Standard Eight at
Manguliro Prims ind we were 10 the mid
dle of the pre-mock examinations

I had just com-
pleted the English
paperat 11 am when
the bad news came. 1
was. not  surprised
My younger hrother

After my father’s suicide, we
became outcasts in the village ™

homestead, 1 had to take care of my family, I con
soled my mother and my siblings. My mother
showed me 8 crumpled: piece of white paper she
had picked up outside my door the previous
evening. She had intended 1o throw it away later
but hind put it in her pocket and forgotten all about
T 1

It was a letter, in
a weak version of
father’s hand-
writing. [t was not
addressed (o

who was in Standard Six, came for me, He had
refused 1o come to school that day after the previ-
ous evening's events. [ was excused from sitting for
the rest of the papers and went home.

I was devastated; but being the eldest child'in the

anybody

1 am leaving this world for the other,” it said. “]
cannot bear 10 live without the use of my arm. | feel
useless; 1 know that nobody will help Kevin or edu-
cate him, or my children, when | am gone, The

I hod to drop outein. Form 11
cduse she could not cope any maore.

118, I started fending for my family by
burning charcoal from the trees on our
farm. 1 would sell three sacks of chiarcoul a

month-at-Sh3s0 each. This went into my siblin
school fees. But after six

ng depleted and | stopped.
Then in August, 14

9, 1 moved (o Nairobi as o
ndant at Chiromo Camjius
y salary of Sha SO0, I am able ta send some
sy home every month. The money goes
towards paying school fees for my siblings Do :
esa and Alphonse in Standards &, 6, 5, 3
respectively, and Vincent in nursery school, Tony
has not started school yet. Alice, who {ollows me,
dropped ‘out of -school in Standard Eight and is
currently tuking a tailoring course,

Life has been difficult without my father. If he
was alive, | would have completed my secondary
school education. But life hasto go on. I will do my
best to take care of my siblings and see them
through school. I want to give them a fair chance in
life.

mo.

10 their requests, or demands. Some give the con-
ditions based on what they know abouf their pars
ents, and others based on past mistakes their par
ents may have made ers are influenced by
external forces like peers or the media,

Careful handling
What would you do if something like this hap-
pened to you? Many of parents adopt @
and-see” approach. If it has not happer
or if you are already going through it, it wou
best to be prepared. When your child threatens to
do harm to himsell, act wisely and swiftly. Do not
uke the threat lightly, bec

£ lensent, for LHis1s §
that needs ¢

=

my; If you have not been friendly to the cf

is the ideal opportunity for you to become one
Settling a matter that looks like it could g

of hand would require a great sacrifice on the

part of the parent. First, reaffirm your luve and

support for the teen. Put yourself in his sh

showing sympathy. You could say sor

5, | would reconsider my

ve misunderstood me or |
might have misund d you, | stowe Lalk
over our differences and come uy a lasting

What to do when children start making threats

child might try to do something to compel the
parents to do as he or she wishes.

Violent movies
Violent movies play a great part in shaping the
thinking of youngsters, Children who watch vi
lent movies or TV programmes are more likely to
commit suicide than those who do not. A wise
parent should time (o know and censor what
his or hér ¢ tehing

Children who are under the influence of drugs
i, can éasily do harm to themsel !
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he Performance to-date,

s [Like in some other institutions, performance
4 ) conltraCtlng contracting in the initial period was regarded
University with a bit of suspicion mostly because the
of Nairobi takes process was not properly understood. Indeed
embraced many departments and staff thought this was
performance another route to retrench staff. Later on,
contracting in I'OOt agencies on Performance Contract realized that
the Performance Contract process had definite
advantages once they lmrh-r't-;rm:(l that it was
about defined and measurable performance.

A key component of performance contracting

actually the underlying theme, is improved
service delivery, both to external and internal
customers.

At the University of Nairobi like in other
agencies, the preparations of the performance
contract is guided by the existing Strategic Plan,
2008-2013. It is the strategic objectives contained
in the strategic plan, and the strategies adopted

Improved environment for their realization, that guide us in preparing
the performance indicators and matching targets

2005/2006, when the first Performance Ultimately, the performance contract enable
Contract was signed between the us to stay on track in the sense of realizing and
Government of Kenya, through the Ministry achieving the targets contained in the Strategi
of Education and the University of Nairobi Plan.
Council. The University has been on Since the initial performance contract .
Performance Contract in subsequent years 2005/2006, the University has noted definite

improvements in services and performance

Dear Alumni our various units.
1 would like fo thank you for the work that you did yesterday, as For example, eqhgncm‘_l revenue
- my first day | saw your people very well organised. | look forwad has enabled the University to allocate mor
for me to be on your team and | hope we will make your/our and resources to development expenditure, therefore
the objective of University of Nairobi come true in the coming days. improving the development index ratio. With the
Be M‘g:g}ifem in your future activities. May | wish UONAA a increased allocation, the University has been abl
: FK“;“E'I:“ f’"“ﬂﬁﬁ to revive some of the previously stalled projects
Dental School, Dept of Periodontology e.g. Millennium Halls and computer labc Y In
Chiromo Campus, Library and offices in College of
5 Education and External Studies (Kikuyvu Campus),
and Lower Kabete campus among others
Hi Mr Njuguna, 1diti 1 ¢ Uni
3 ft was 2 pleasure meeting you at the committee meeting for the Vet In addition to the gai?uwh the [: niversity
Medicine Chapter Alumni Launch. | want to be registered as a ife llm‘]vr't(mk_ :mf_i completed new projects e.g.
member 2t the BRONZE category and wish to pay in installments, Construction of a 2 hectares car park behind 8:4:4
| i.e. Kes.15,000 this month, and Kes. 10,000 next month. _ Building at Main Campus, putting cabroworks
. Thanking you for the great work you are doing. | will drop the deposit to Chancellors drive : ol TG T T
sip 0 Lhance mrla tts\v_at Graduation Court and
t Sincerely, erecting a perimeter fence at the boundary with
! Dr Mwikali Muguchia. Central Police Station. The University further
; acquired two (2) new buildings in Mombasa and
y e 3 Kisumu at a total cost of Kshs.230 million.
| < . . 5 .
o In the area of service delivery mnovations
I__ 1 . m ) - LAALl .-l\l Li »
| mﬁ ﬂ".UONAA there is ;1_[1};1['1\«'-[1_ improvement, in relation to
. Good morning, data and information processing, through the
- | graduated from the Institute of African Studies, UoN with a BAIn operationalization of a new accounting system,
| Wﬂﬁﬁ?mﬂmﬂdIﬂteto}ommeAlumnl.Whatdol a new look University website, installation of
need VOIP system in all campuses and integration of
With regards,

~ L Bilha Adundo Otieno students information system into the website and
,._mm mobile telephones,

——— - Overall, the performance contracting process
has led to a remarkable change n attitude

Fr::;esréenmmp«mmmnmabommelwnmdthe to work ethics |:} staff. It has also created a
above. | would like o have further details on registration fee, radical paradigm shift in the management of the
programme of activities and any other necessary information. University by aligning service delivery with core
Regards. values and addressing customer needs.

Elly Osewe. ne : b
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